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Anne Bunning, B Ag Ec, MA 
Anne Bunning is the Vice President and Policy Director at Voluntary 
Assisted Dying South Australia. 
Anne first joined the global movement in 2010, when she was invited by a 
South Australian Member 
of Parliament to work with her on a Private Members’ Bill to legalise VAD. 
Anne then joined VADSA 
and has been volunteering with them ever since. 

 
Anne came to this role after a career as a Senior Executive in the public, private and community 
sectors, in Australia and overseas, and six years as Chief of Staff and policy advisor to Ministers in 
State and Federal Governments in Australia. Anne has held several CEO positions and chaired 
various Boards in the public and community sector. 
Anne has provided strategy and policy advice within VADSA over the last 10 years and has worked 
closely with each of the MPs who have tabled VAD Bills in South Australia in the last decade. 
Anne is a member of the national network of Right to Die Societies in Australia, which includes all 
state organisations and GoGentle Australia. 
Anne is keen to recognise that one of the reasons she has stayed involved with VADSA is because of 
the strength and commitment of people in the global Right to Die movement and the respectful way 
in which they work with each other. 
In VADSA, Anne has held numerous roles 
• Strategy: developing the VADSA campaign strategy in consultation with key stakeholders 
• Campaign: liaising and coordinating with social media, mass media, community and political 
stakeholders throughout the campaign 
• Legislation: preparing drafting instructions and advising on amendments 
• End of Life Choice Newsletter: initiating this regular Newsletter to inform MPs with an 
evidence base for their research on voluntary assisted dying and raise the profile of VADSA; 
Anne drafted and produced the Newsletter for the first four years, which has been produced 
every sitting week from 2014 to 2021 
• Website management: developing and updating the VADSA website 
• Lobbying MPs: meeting with MPs from all political parties to explain the need for VAD 
legislation, the purpose of different provisions and to counter VAD misinformation 
• Communication: coordinating and speaking at question and answer and information 
sessions to MPs and community groups on the evidence for VAD; writing and producing 
brochures, flyers, letters, fact sheets, email blasts, facebook posts and other materials for 
use in the campaign 
• Social media: managing the VADSA twitter account and coordinating the facebook strategy 
• Drafting submissions: coordinating and editing the VADSA submission to the End of Life 
Choices Parliamentary Inquiry; drafting funding submissions 
• Disability Access: documenting discriminatory aspects of VAD legislation and establishing a 
VAD disability group to counter misinformation about VAD in the disability sector 
• National liaison: liaising and coordinating with sister organisations across Australia 
• Research: identifying key research findings, from Australia and internationally, for use in the 
campaign 
Now that five states in Australia have passed Voluntary Assisted Dying legislation, with one state and 
two Territories to go, there is capacity to focus on commencement and review, and ensuring people 
across Australia have information and access to VAD. Anne is keen to both share the learnings from 
Australia, but also learn from the global network on how legislation can be improved and the 
implementation processes made more accessible. 


