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MINUTES GA CAPE TOWN 2018 1  1 

Present: WFRtDS Committee 2016-2018: Sean Davison (president), Jean-Jacques Bise  2 

(treasurer), Jeanne Arthur (secretary), Derryck Smith, Soichi Iwao.  3 

Voting delegates from 27 out of 51 member Societies: Dignity South Africa,  4 

JSDD (Japan), Eternity Life (Hong Kong), ADMD-Belgium, RWS (Belgium),  5 

ADMD-France, Verein StHD (Germany), Living Wills Trust (Ireland),  6 

Associazone Luca Coscioni (Italy), De Einder (NL), NVVE (NL), EXIT  7 

International (NL), RTVD (Sweden), Dignitas (Schweiz), EXIT SR  8 

(Switzerland), Lifecircle (Switzerland), FATE (UK), MDMD (UK), DWD Canada,  9 

ERGO (USA), Final Exit Network (USA), Hemlock San Diego (USA), DMD  10 

Mexico, DWD Victoria (Australia), NT VES (Australia), DWD ACT (Australia),  11 

End of Life Choices (New Zealand),  12 

By proxy (4): Dignitate Germany, Libera Uscita (Italy), South Australian VES,  13 

DMD Colombia.  14 

Non-voting participants: 22  15 

WF Executive Director : Rob Jonquière (minutes)  16 

1. Welcome  17 

Sean Davison as WFRtDS President welcomed all delegates (with 27 member societies  18 

directly represented and 4 by proxy, 31 is a good turnout from 51 members considering  19 

the location Cape Town) to the 2018 meeting of the General Assembly.  20 

His report over the past period is reproduced here integrally:  21 

It gives me pleasure to report on the activities of the World Federation Committee (board)  22 

for the period 2016-2018. The previous two years the Committee spent much of its  23 

energies involved in the complex processes of moving our registration from New York to  24 

Switzerland. Once this distraction completed we were able to step-back and apply fresh  25 

minds to consider what more we could do as an umbrella society, and in particular what  26 

more we could do to make our presence felt on the world stage (with our limited financial  27 

resources).  28 

The first step in this regard was an ambitious one; we wanted to arrange for Archbishop  29 

Desmond Tutu to address the United Nations (UN) on his end-of life thoughts, and to  30 

express his support for the work of the World Federation. Such a plan was very ambitious  31 

because it needed the support of Archbishop Tutu, and a speaking opportunity for him to be  32 

created at the United Nations, not to mention the complex logistics of such a plan.  33 

The initial objective went smoothly with Archbishop Tutu taking no convincing in agreeing to  34 

our request. The difficult part was creating the UN opportunity to do this. However, while 35 

we were still investigating this challenge, Archbishop Tutu went public by penning an article 36 

in the Washington Post where he not only gave his full support to the right-to-die 37 

movement, but expressed the desire to have an assisted death himself if circumstances 38 

warranted it. The board decided that with the action taken by Archbishop Tutu, and the 39 

difficulty of creating the United Nations platform, that he had done enough, more than we 40 

could ever have hoped for, and the impact of his newspaper article was as great as if he had 41 

addressed the UN.  42 
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Our next goal was to establish definitely the date for a world right-to-die day (WRTDD).  43 

Such a concept had been discussed over many years by the WF but had stalled because of a  44 

lack of consensus on a suitable date. The present Committee decided it was essential to  45 

make a decision and stick to it, otherwise such a day would never be established. We  46 

received submissions from member societies, and from a shortlist of dates the 2nd  47 

November was chosen as the WRTDD. We recognized that some member societies may not  48 

be happy with this date, and may even continue to use a different date they had already  49 

adopted, but we felt that as the years advanced all societies would eventually accept this  50 

one date. The Committee made funds available to assist any member which needed  51 

financial assistance to arrange activities on this date. In 2017 we assisted DWD in  52 

Australian Capital Territories (ACT).  53 

The WF Committee investigated ways of embracing social media to keep up with modern  54 

times and to increase our presence on the global stage. We initially experimented with  55 

Twitter over a six-month trial period, with two people supplying the daily updates. After this  56 

trial period we realized that Twitter was not particularly appropriate for the nature of our  57 

organization. Twitter is popular and successful because it presents immediate news, and is  58 

engaging, and proactive. Such a platform is ideal for individual member societies dealing  59 

with immediate issues and engaging with the public on their campaigns, but for a body such  60 

as a WF which requires a more thoughtful and deliberate means of expression. It was felt  61 

that individuals were always more likely to follow Twitter of their local organization than a  62 

world body. Although this experiment was unsuccessful it was well worth the time and effort  63 

to test it out.  64 

It should be noted that the theme of the biennial conference in Cape Town is:  65 

#AssistedDying2018. The hashtag (#) was used in the title to show that we recognize the  66 

importance of this popular social media platform, and indeed the entire conference will be  67 

streamed live on Twitter.  68 

These past two years the Committee made an effort to be more proactive in commenting on  69 

developments around the world. Initially this has to be done by posting comments on our  70 

webpage, and occasionally sending a press release to the media in the region we were  71 

commenting on. The success of this is entirely dependent on whether the local media is  72 

interested in our position. Generally, the local media is more interested in local opinion. We  73 

will continue to comment, where appropriate, on developments around the world. In doing  74 

this we need to be mature and responsible in our comments.  75 

Bringing the biennial conference to Cape Town was an important achievement. Africa has  76 

somewhat been the forgotten continent in the right-to-die movement. By hosting the  77 

conference in Africa it acknowledges the fact that all over the world people are part of our  78 

humanity, and no matter what corner of the world we come from we are all entitled to a  79 

dignified death. Also bringing the conference to South Africa was partly in recognition of the  80 

exceptional campaign in this country which led to a High Court decision in 2015 for a  81 

terminally-ill man (Robin Stransham-Ford) to have a doctor assisted death, and now a new  82 

case has been filed in the High Court for two terminally-ill people seeking a legal physician  83 

assisted death. There is also a bill currently tabled in parliament to legalize an Advance  84 

Directive. All of these successes have been achieved by the initiative and sponsorship of  85 

DignitySA.  86 
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The World Federation took pleasure in welcoming new members to our organization: Vita  87 

Perfecta (Switzerland), End of Life Washington, EXIT International, Lífsvirðing (Iceland),  88 

Eternity Living (Hong Kong), DMD (Portugal), Rzecz (Poland), DMD Catalunya (Spain). We  89 

look forward to the input of these members in the years to come.  90 

Two WF Committee members are stepping down at the Cape Town conference, both having  91 

served on the board for the past years. We are deeply indebted to the valuable  92 

contributions that Dr Derryck Smith (Canada) and Dr Soichi Iwao (Japan) have made over  93 

this time. Two new members will be elected at the Cape Town conference to replace them  94 

for the 2018-2020 term.  95 

Finally, I wish to express my gratitude to Rob Jonquiere for his exceptional dedication to our  96 

organization. Not only has Rob very professionally managed the WF webpage but he has  97 

been the oil in the machine that had driven the World Federation for the past 10 years. He  98 

is paid a relatively small honorarium for the considerable hours he puts into our  99 

organization. I consider it essential for the success of the World Federation that we always  100 

employ a person fulfilling the duties that Rob currently does.  101 

I look forward to serving you as President for another two years, along with existing  102 

Committee members Ms Jeanne Arthur (Secretary, Australia) and Jean-Jacques Bise  103 

(Treasurer, Switzerland) and two new members. This is an exciting time to be involved in  104 

the right-to-die movement and we look forward to your advice, suggestions, and discussions  105 

over the coming term of office.  106 

Finally the President commemorated individuals who have been of importance for the  107 

issue of Right to Die and who passed away: Malcolm Hurwitt (UK), Larry Egbert (USA),  108 

Marie Humbert (France), Juan Mendoza Vega (Colombia), Lord Joffe (UK) and Salvador  109 

Pániker (Spain).  110 

2. Minutes Amsterdam 2016  111 

The minutes of the 2016 Delegates Meeting – circulated earlier by mail, no comments  112 

given - were approved. No questions.  113 

3. New Societies  114 

In this period 8 societies have applied for WF membership and were accepted as interim  115 

member by the Committee.  116 

Questions were raised by the GA about Vita Perfecta: is the reason for existence (only 3  117 

member in total) this sufficient to become a full member? Further clarification will be  118 

sought -until then the interim membership continues.  119 

Societies participating (Hong Kong, EXIT Int.) gave a short introduction on their society,  120 

information on other societies can be found on the WF website  121 

(www.worldrtd.net/memberorganisations). The Polish Society had to cease their activities,  122 

due to political pressures.  123 

End of Life Washington, Lífsvirðing (Iceland), Eternity Living Hong Kong (one abstention),  124 

DMD Portugal, DMD Catalunya and EXIT International (one abstention and one negative),  125 

were voted in as full WF members.  126 

4. Reports from Treasurer and Secretariat  127 

The treasurer reported to his satisfaction the 2018 fee was paid by all societies. He  128 

expressed his thanks for the cooperation and hoped that this will be continued next year–  129 
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the appeal for payment will go out per beginning of each year, with a deadline of payment  130 

by 30 June of that year. Jacqueline Herremans – appointed as auditor – reported:  131 

I have been asked to review the accounts of the two last years, from 1st July 2016  132 

until 31st August 2018 of the World Federation of Right to Die Societies. Jean- 133 

Jacques Bise, treasurer, have me provided all bank records and invoices to allow  134 

me to check receipts and payments. It was not in my mission to make comments  135 

regarding fees payed by societies: as for the treasurer, we have to trust our  136 

member’s societies. Jean-Jacques have answered to all my questions regarding  137 

peculiar items. It is not always easy to juggle foreign currencies: euros, American  138 

dollars and Swiss francs. Therefore, in my opinion, the presentation of the  139 

accounts on a basis of receipts and payments give a true and fair view of the  140 

financial situation of WFRtDS.  141 

One member asked to add in all financial schemes a separate column with all amounts  142 

translated to US $.  143 

The report of the Executive Director received applause as well.  144 

5. Nominations for Committee  145 

Sitting Committee members Sean Davison, Jeanne Arthur and Jean-Jacques Bise were  146 

nominated in their positions. There were no alternative nominations.  147 

Masahiro Nomoto (Japan) and Asunción Alvarez Rio introduced themselves briefly.  148 

There were no nominations from the floor.  149 

6. Budget 2016-2018 and Membership Fees  150 

The 2018-2020 budget presented did not receive many comments and was agreed upon.  151 

The GA agreed with maintaining the membership fee at the current level (1% of previous  152 

year annual income from membership), where Treasurer and Executive will carefully look  153 

into the peculiarities of societies that have no paying members.  154 

7. Motions  155 

Two motions, both from Dignitas, were presented.  156 

Motion 1  157 

That the WFRtDS and each RtD-organisation implement suicide- and suicide- 158 

attempt prevention efforts into their scope of work. This, with an aim to further  159 

develop the “right to die” issue towards a more comprehensive and overall  160 

public health approach.  161 

Silvan Luley explained that Dignitas’ experience showed that both in practice and in  162 

discussions about the issue, the prevention of suicide should be an important argument.  163 

The WFRtDS Committee recommended, though being sympathetic, not to accept this  164 

motion, since it is only one example of the different ways member societies can use,  165 

without it being a general objective for WFRtDS as a whole.  166 

The vote taken showed a majority to agree with the Committee, with 8 members in  167 

agreement with motion. Motion thus not supported.  168 

Motion 2  169 

That the WFRtDS together with each RtD-organisation build an international  170 
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exchange platform / network of lawyers within the RtD-movement. This, with  171 

an aim to share experience and know-how from court case proceedings which  172 

then can be used for doing (more) court cases to change assisted dying laws.  173 

Dignitas has experienced how important it is when being entangled in court to have not  174 

only as many arguments, but mainly have all the necessary arguments available. Over  175 

the course of many years they have collected a lot of legal know how, and with this  176 

motion suggest for the WF to facilitate a network of lawyers (like those from Dignitas) to  177 

share knowledge and support whenever and wherever possible.  178 

A clear majority is in favour of such a network, though the emphasis laid on each society is  179 

too much. WF will see that this motion will be translated in the mission (which is being  180 

formulated at the moment and in discussion later this meeting). Motion supported.  181 

No more motions were brought forward.  182 

8. Membership issues  183 

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP  184 

The GA discussed the idea of establishing a new category of Individual Members. Many  185 

recognize the need for that, if not to offer the opportunity for individuals to directly  186 

support (financially) the WFRtDS. The conditions should be such that members of this  187 

category cannot overrule the core members (being Societies). That is why they will have a  188 

no-vote status. Main points in the discussion following concerned the name (GA chose to call 189 

them supporters) and the amount (not too much to start with: US $ 25). The text to be 190 

added to the Statutes was amended (with 3 against) as follows:  191 

4.3 Supporters  192 

Article 8.  193 

This category is open for individuals who support the aims of the Federation and  194 

contribute with an annual gift of a minimum of US $ 25.  195 

Supporters will be listed as such, will be kept up to date with the proceedings of the  196 

Federation and are allowed to attend WF meetings. They will not have voting rights.  197 

NO or NOT ENOUGH FEE PAYMENT  198 

The treasurer reports on the fact that in some cases the fee paid seems not to cover the  199 

1% criterion – knowing size of Society. The GA agrees with the suggestion that the  200 

Treasurer can examine the situation and discuss the issue with the member concerned to  201 

find a solution. That some societies are exempted from paying a fee (maximum 2 years)  202 

is also agreed with, all to the discretion of the treasurer and the Committee.  203 

ANOTHER (NEW) KIND OF MEMBERSHIP  204 

It is noted that a growing number of Societies no longer recognize “members”. In this  205 

situation the criterion “1% of previous annual membership fees received” no longer can be  206 

a basis. For the time being this has been solved satisfactorily with the members concerned, 207 

but it might be reason to think of another “base” to determine the fee in the (near) future,  208 

9. Vision and mission  209 

Jeanne Arthur explains the history of the debates, which started more than 2 years ago.  210 

Nevertheless these debates have not led to a definite conclusion, not-withstanding the  211 

valuable input of a number of former Board members. It is decided to have the work 212 
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finalized by the 2018-2020 Committee; such result will be circulated to all members and 213 

officially approved at the next General Assembly in 2020.  214 

10. Statutes  215 

The adaptations suggested in the draft statutes as circulated were discussed and  216 

practically all (mainly short textual corrections only) accepted. The suggested adaptation  217 

to article 3 (concerning vision and mission) was postponed pending the coming  218 

suggestions. The article (8) concerning Supporters was added in accordance with the  219 

decision earlier. The new Statutes will be published in the website ASAP and circulated later 220 

to all members.  221 

11. Next Conference (2020)  222 

The GA is informed of the longer standing interest in organizing the 2020 WF Conference  223 

from Dignitate Germany. The meeting expresses its agreement and its preference to have  224 

it organized in Berlin. However interest was also expressed in hosting the 2020 Conference 225 

in Dublin, Ireland.  226 

The Committee will compose a document for the interested parties to explain why they  227 

think the organization must be granted to them. This letter of interest will be sent as soon  228 

as possible and must be submitted before the end of the year. The Committee will inform 229 

the members beginning 2019 about their intended decision.  230 

The same procedure will be followed for the 2022 Conference. As of now DMD Mexico has  231 

expressed interest. Other members will be asked by way of a letter for their interest in  232 

organizing the 2022 Conference. The GA agrees with the suggested guideline that Europe 233 

will alternate with the other continents.  234 

12. Appointment auditor  235 

The GA approved Jacqueline Herremans as auditor.  236 

13. Election of Committee  237 

With applause the new Committee 2018-2020 was elected:  238 

Sean Davison (South Africa) as President  239 

Jean-Jacques Bise (Switzerland) as Treasurer  240 

Jeanne Arthur (Australia) as Secretary  241 

Asuncion Alvarez (Mexico)  242 

Masahiro Nomoto (Japan)  243 

14. Any Other Business  244 

None  245 

15. Close  246 

Words of thanks and appreciation are being offered to hosting society Dignity SA   247 
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List of Decisions GA  248 

• The minutes of the 2016 Delegates Meeting were approved.  249 

• Interim Membership of Vita Perfecta is continued until clarification is obtained  250 

• End of Life Washington (USA), Lífsvirðing (Iceland), DMD Portugal, DMD Catalunya  251 

(Spain) were granted full membership.  252 

• EXIT International was granted full membership with one abstention and one vote  253 

against.  254 

• Secretary and Treasurer’s reports – according to positive feedback from auditor -  255 

were approved.  256 

• Budget 2018-2020 is approved. Membership fee will be maintained at the present  257 

level.  258 

• Motion 1 from Dignitas (concerning suicide prevention as part of RtD Societies  259 

scope of work) not supported.  260 

• Motion 2 from Dignitas (concerning a lawyers’ network) was approved, with the  261 

request to the Committee to implement this in the vision/mission documents.  262 

• The implementation of a category of Supporters (individual membership) was  263 

approved, the formulation of a new article in the Statutes included.  264 

• The Committee will finalize the work done in earlier periods on the formulation of  265 

Vision and Mission, circulate the results to the membership before finally approving  266 

it in preparation for next GA.  267 

• Suggested amendments of Statutes were agreed.  268 

• Jacqueline Herremans of ADMD-B was re- appointed as Auditor for 2018-2020.  269 

• Decision on the host of 2020 Conference will be taken on the basis of letters of  270 

interest received by end of December 2018 (from Dignitate Germany and EXIT  271 

International/LWT) and after circulation for last comment to the membership.  272 

• GA agrees with the guideline for hosting WF Conferences with Europe and other  273 

continents in alternation.  274 

• Committee 2018-2020 was elected as follows:  275 

o Sean Davison (South Africa) as President  276 

o Jean-Jacques Bise (Switzerland) as Treasurer  277 

O Jeanne Arthur (Australia) as Secretary  278 

o Asuncion Alvarez (Mexico)  279 

o Masahiro Nomoto (Japan)  280 


