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Through gross medical incompetence, 
compounded by denial and arrogance, a young 
woman is put into a chronic vegetative state from 
which there is no prospect of her ever recovering. 

 
Those responsible for this disaster added to their disgrace 

by denying their victim her right to die. Rather, by tube 
feeding her, they locked her into a hideous state of 

suspense between life and death from which she cannot 
possibly escape without doctors allowing it. 

 
Finally, after almost twenty years, the victim’s mother was 
forced to take High Court proceedings compelling her 
daughter’s carers to allow her daughter die with a 
modicum of dignity. In doing this, the victim’s mother 
needed tremendous fortitude, single-mindedness, and 
resilience.  

What is given here is, of necessity, fictionalized. However, the 
author, a retired doctor and coroner, was made sufficiently aware 
of the facts of the case by colleagues involved, to vouch for their 
accuracy in broad terms. 
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